
  

April 30, 2020 

 

 

Dear Students/Parents: 

 

It is with both heavy heart and great joy that I share with you our 2020 Graduation plans.   I have 

surveyed seniors, talked extensively with leaders and researched what other schools are doing in 

order to make the best decision for South Sumter High School.  That said, the students’ voices 

weighed in most heavily as it is their moment that I am wishing to preserve, and we have great 

students deserving of all the we can provide.  The surveys gave us many great ideas which we will 

attempt to incorporate.  The surveys also made clear these things:  we will lose approximately 

20% of our senior group if we wait until a later date to have our ceremony;  students want 

preserved as many of the traditions as possible; they want to be recognized for their 

accomplishments; and they want their families present.  These were our strongest considerations 

as our graduation committee went to work on these plans.   

 

South Sumter High School Graduation will be held on May 29, at 4:00 in the SSHS Gymnasium.  A 

senior procession will begin in the South Sumter Plaza (old Sheriff’s office) parking lot with a car 

line up which will be led by Sheriff’s deputies around the block and back to the high school.  This 

route will be publicized so that community members can step out and cheer them on.  Students 

and their families (limited number based on social distancing rules in place at that time) will be 

invited into the gym for a traditional opportunity including the walk across the stage, receipt of 

diploma from the superintendent, turning of tassel, class flower, and photo.  At this time, they will 

also receive scholarships and awards that they have earned, and these will be announced as their 

name is called. All of this will be videoed as it always has been, and we are working on a live feed 

as well.  All speeches and songs are to be prerecorded and posted on the web so that they can 

view them from their car while waiting their turn.  After the ceremony, all graduates will receive a 

full video with speeches and walking that includes personal messages from board members.  

 
In addition to Graduation, there is a senior dance being planned for July 17 for as many graduates 

as are willing and able to return.  Hopefully, this will be an event that allows many students to 

gather together one last time.  Much of this relies on the lifting of social distancing and the 

Governor’s plans for returning to normal.   

 

Many students wrote in their surveys that they trusted us to do our best for them because we 

always have!  I can’t tell you how much that means to me and all of the staff here at South Sumter 

High.  We are proud of our traditions and it is hard to let go of even one of them, but we are 

going to do our best to make this an awesome graduation that you will never forget. We miss 

you!  We are proud of you!  Thank you for being who you are! 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Christina J. McKinney 

Principal 

 
 


